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Fact Sheet 
Nobel Prize and alternative Prizes 
 
 
The Nobel Prize 
 
1. History 
 
- established in accordance with the will of Alfred Nobel, a Swedish 
armaments manufacturer (and inventor of ballistite, a precursor to 
military explosives) after his death on Dec 10, 1886 
- Nobel’s will specified that his fortune (94% of his assets) be used to 
create five Nobel Prizes to honor those who confer ‘the greatest 
benefit on mankind’, irrespective of their nationality 
- the five original prize categories were: physics, chemistry, 
physiology or medicine, literature, peace 
- the five original prize categories were at the time considered the 
solid sciences that would benefit society most and that seems to have 
been Nobel’s intention; it is not known why exactly he did not 
explicitly include mathematics or biology, but, these sciences are 
considered included in the prize awards for physics, physiology and 
chemistry over time 
- Being an armaments manufacturer, Nobel found himself in a lifelong 
ethic conflict and in consequence had a solid interest in the 
establishment of the Nobel prize for peace 
- so called ‘soft’ sciences, i.e. human sciences such as philosophy, 
history, philology, social sciences, were not in Nobel’s focus (he was 
an engineer by profession) and thus most likely these sciences did 
not get recognized in his will – the same may apply for art and music 
- in 1968, a sixth category was added, the Nobel Memorial Prize in 
Economic Sciences; however, it is not a genuine Nobel Prize (it was 
established by a donation from Sweden's central bank, the Sveriges 
Riksbank, on the bank's 300th anniversary) 
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2. Organisation and Funding, Awards Process 
 
 
- Organisation and Funding 

Administration and finances of the Nobel Prizes are managed by a 
private institution, the Nobel Foundation, consisting of a board of five 
Swedish or Norwegian citizens, with its seat in Stockholm, Sweden. 
The Foundation is responsible for ensuring that the assets made 
available for awarding the Nobel Prize are managed in such a way as 
to safeguard the economic base of the Prize. It is entrusted with 
managing and developing the trademarks and intangible assets built 
up since its establishment. It guarantees the independence of the 
prize-awarding institutions in their work of selecting the Nobel Prize 
winners, protects the common interests of the prize-awarding 
institutions and represents all the Nobel institutions externally.  

In respect of finances, the Nobel Foundation functions in many ways 
similar to an investment company. According to Nobel’s will, his 
capital is invested (SEK 31 million, corresponding to app. US$ 186 
million in 2008) in “safe securities”. The interest is distributed annually 
in the form of the Nobel Prizes. It is exempt from all taxes in Sweden 
and from investment taxes in the USA.  
 
As per the 2015 Annual Report of the Foundation, total assets 
amounted to SEK 2,858,549 million and liquid funds available on 
December 31 to SEK 26,773 million. 
 
Separate funding for the Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences 
is provided by the Sveriges Riksbank. It pays for the Nobel 
Foundation's administrative expenses associated with the prize and 
funds the monetary component of the award. Since 2012, the 
monetary portion of the Prize in Economics has totaled SEK 8 million.  
Since 2006, Sveriges Riksbank has given the Nobel Foundation an 
annual grant of SEK 6.5 million (in January 2008, approx. US$ 
1 million) for its administrative expenses associated with the prize 
and to include information about the prize in the Nobel Foundation's 
internet webpage (www.nobelprize.org). 
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- Award Process 
 
The Nobel Foundation is not involved in the process of selecting the 
Nobel laureates. 
A so called Noble Committee organizes the collection of nominees 
and the preparation of a report reflecting the advice of experts in the 
relevant fields and submits them to the prize-awarding, i.e. decision-
making institutions. 
 
The prize-awarding institutions are as follows: 
Peace = the Norwegian Nobel Committee 
Physiology or Medicine = Karolinska Institutet Stockholm 
Physics, Chemistry = The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences 
Literature = The Swedish Academy 
Economics (Nobel Memorial Prize) = The Royal Swedish Academy of 
Sciences 
 
After a candidate nomination process, the Nobel Committee prepares 
a list of preliminary candidates and a report reflecting the advice of 
experts in the relevant fields, and submits both to the prize-awarding 
institutions. The institutions meet to choose their laureate in each field 
by a majority vote and the Nobel Prizes are presented at the annual 
Prize Award Ceremony on December 10, the anniversary of Nobel’s 
death.  
 
Each recipient receives a gold medal, a diploma and a sum of money 
(as of 2012, each prize was worth about US$ 1,2 million). Each Nobel 
Diploma is a unique work of art; the Nobel Medals are handmade of 
18 carat recycled gold. 
 
Although the Nobel Memorial Prize in Economics is not one of the 
prizes that Alfred Nobel established in his will, it is intimately identified 
with the other awards; the laureates are announced with the other 
Nobel Prize winners, they receive the award at the same ceremony 
and the winners are announced with the other Nobel Prize winners. 
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3. Nobel Prize Short Facts 
 
Between 1901 and 2016, the Nobel Prizes and the Prize in Economic 
Sciences were awarded 579 times, 49 times to women. 
 
Since the start, in 1901, there are some years, when the Nobel Prizes 
have not been awarded, a total of 49 times. Most of them during WWI 
(1914 – 1918) and WWII (1939 – 1945). 
 
The most common fields for Physics Laureates is particle physics, for 
Chemistry Laureates it is biochemistry, for Medicine it is genetics and 
for Laureates in Economic Sciences it is macroeconomics. Most of 
the Literature Laureates write prose. 
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Alternative Prizes 
 
 
The Nobel Foundation finds itself being bound by the will of Alfred 
Nobel and his designations of the award categories made in 1895. 
Over time, the Foundation has presented a fairly conservative attitude 
towards an inclusion of categories or disciplines other than the ones 
originally selected by Alfred Nobel. The establishment of the Nobel 
Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences is still discussed and not fully 
accepted to date within the whole Nobel circle and above all, the 
Board of the Noble Foundation decided after this addition, that it 
would not allow any new prizes! 
 
In 1980, Jakob von Uexküll, a German-Swedish philantrophist 
established the Right Livelihood Award, to honor those who provide 
“practical and exemplary answers to the most urgent challenges 
facing us today”, in the fields of environmental protection, human 
rights, sustainable development, health, education and peace. The 
prize money (EUR 150,000 to 200,000) is shared among the winners, 
usually 4. Although it is promoted as an Alternative Nobel Prize, it is 
NOT a Nobel Prize. It does not have any organizational ties to the 
awarding institutions of the Nobel Prize or the Nobel Foundation. Von 
Uexküll had originally addressed the Nobel Foundation to establish 
two additional ‘real’ Nobel prizes, for ecology and in connection with 
poverty. However, the Nobel Foundation rejected, despite von 
Uexküll’ s disposition to provide funding in part. 
 
In 2007 the Nobel Charitable Trust Fund, founded by the Nobel family 
members Michael Nobel, Gustaf Nobel, Peter Nobel and Philip Nobel, 
announced plans to establish a ‘new’ Nobel prize, the Michael Nobel 
Energy Award, to honor innovations in alternative energy technology. 
The prize was announced at nanoTX07 (Texas Nanotechnology 
Initiative) and the Nobel Foundation reacted promptly by threatening 
legal action.  
 
The Nobel Prize still marks the highest achievement of any scientist 
in the Nobel categories, however, changes in society, economics, 
environment and politics have over time generated a number of 
awards ‘alternative’ to the Nobel Prize, as well as awards with a 
standalone position in different fields. 



 

	 6	

List of ‘Alternative Prizes’ 
 
 
Architecture 
The Pritzker Architecture Prize 
 
Art 
The Praemium Imperiale 
 
Children’s Rights 
The World’s Children’s Prize for the Rights of the Child 
 
Computer Science 
The Turing Award 
 
Journalism and Literature 
The Pulitzer Prize 
 
Mathematics 
The Fields Medal 
The Abel Prize 
The Rolf Nevanlinna Prize  
 
Medicine/Medical Science 
The Canada Gairdner International Award 
The Lasker Awards 
The Paul Ehrlich and Ludwig Darmstaedter Prize 
 
Music 
The Ernst von Siemens Music Prize 
The Polar Music Prize 
The Birgit Nilsson Prize 
 
Peace 
Confucius Peace Prize  
The Ramon Magsaysay Award  
 
Philosophy 
The Berggruen Philosophy Prize 
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Political Science 
The Johan Skytte Prize  
 
Psychology 
The Wilhelm-Wundt-Medal 
 
 
Mixed Categories 
 
The Breakthrough Prize (life sciences, fundamental physics, 
mathematics) 
 
The Craaford Prize (astronomy, mathematics, geosciences, 
biosciences, ecology, polyarthritis) 
 
The Holberg Prize (arts, humanities, social sciences, law, theology) 
 
The Japan International Prize (science and technology) 
 
The Shaw Prize (astronomy, life sciences/medicine, mathematics) 
 
The Wolf Prize (agriculture, chemistry, mathematics, medicine, 
physics, art) 
 
 
 
 
 
Apart from his collection of Nobel Prize Laureates, Peter Badge has portrayed 
winners of the Turing Award, the Abel Prize, the Fields Medal and the 
Nevanlinna Prize in his separate collection ‘Masters of Abstraction’. 
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The Alternative Prizes in detail: 
 
 
Architecture 
The Pritzker Architecture Prize 
 
Founded in 1979 by Jay A. Pritzker and his wife Cindy (the Pritzker family owns 
the Hyatt hotel chain). It is awarded annually "to honor a living architect/s whose 
built work demonstrates a combination of those qualities of talent, vision and 
commitment, which has produced consistent and significant contributions to 
humanity and the built environment through the art of architecture. The prize is 
awarded "irrespective of nationality, race, creed, or ideology”. 
The Prize is funded by the Pritzker family and sponsored by the Hyatt 
Foundation. It is considered to be one of the world's premier architecture prizes, 
thus it is often referred to as the Nobel prize of architecture. The recipients 
receive US$ 100,000, a certificate, and since 1987, a bronze medal. Before 
1987, a limited edition Henry Moore sculpture accompanied the monetary prize.  
 
Art 
The Praemium Imperiale 
 
The Praemium Imperiale (i.e. “The World Culture Prize in Memory of His Imperial 
Highness Prince Takamatsu”, 1905 – 1987, the Prince was famous for his 
longtime support of development, promotion and progress of arts in the world) is 
an international art prize awarded since 1989 by the imperial family of Japan, on 
behalf of the Japan Art Association in the fields of painting, sculpture, 
architecture, music and theatre/film. The prizes are awarded for outstanding 
contributions to the development, promotion and progress of the arts. 
The laureates are announced each September; the prize presentation ceremony 
and related events are held in Tokyo, Japan, each November. The prize consists 
of a gold medal and Japanese Yen 15 million, and was created by the Fujisankei 
Communications Group (media conglomerate), which pays the expenses of 
around US$ 3 million per year. 
 
Children’s Rights 
The World’s Children’s Prize for the Rights of the Child 
 
The program was founded in the year 2000 and is run by the Swedish non-profit 
World’s Children’s Prize Foundation (WCPF). The WCPF receives funding from 
bodies including the Swedish Postcode Lottery, Sida (the Swedish International 
Development Cooperation Agency), H.M. Queen Silvia’s Care About the Children 
Foundation, the Survé Family Foundation, Giving Wings, Futura Foundations and 
eWork. The prize is often referred to as the children’s Nobel Prize. 
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Computer Science 
The Turing Award 
 
The ACM A.M. Turing Award is an annual prize given by the Association for 
Computing Machinery (ACM) to “an individual selected for contributions of a 
technical nature made to the computing community”. The Turing Award is 
generally recognized as the highest distinction in computer science and the 
‘Nobel prize of computing’.  
 
The award is named after Alan Turing, mathematician and reader in mathematics 
at the University of Manchester, later fellow at the University of Cambridge. 
Turing is often credited for being the key founder of theoretical computer science 
and artificial intelligence.  
 
From 2007 to 2013, the award was accompanied by a prize of US$ 250,000, with 
financial support provided by Intel and Google. Since 2014, the award has been 
accompanied by a prize of US$ 1 million, with financial support provided by 
Google. 
 
Journalism and Literature 
The Pulitzer Prize 
 
The Pulitzer Prize is an award for achievements in newspaper, magazine and 
online journalism, literature and musical composition in the United States. There 
are 21 Pulitzer categories. In 20 of those categories the winners receive a US$ 
10,000 cash award and a certificate. Only the winner in the Public Service 
category of the Journalism competition is awarded a gold medal. 
 
The Public Service prize is always awarded to a news organization, not an 
individual, although an individual may be named in the citation. Only U.S. citizens 
are eligible to apply for the Prizes in Letters, Drama and Music (with the 
exception of the History category, where the book must be about the history of 
the United States, but the author may be of any nationality).  
 
For the Journalism competition, entrants may be of any nationality but work must 
have appeared in a U.S. newspaper published at least once a week, on a 
newspaper's Web site, on an online news organization's Web site, and in some 
categories, in a U.S. magazine published at least weekly or its Web site. 
 
Mathematics 
The Fields Medal 
 
The Fields Medal is a prize awarded to 2 to 4 mathematicians under the age of 
40 years of age at the International Congress of the International Mathematical 
Union (IMU), a meeting that takes place every 4 years. The prize comes with a 
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monetary award, which since 2006 has been Canadian$ 15,000. The prize was 
established in honor of the Canadian mathematician John Charles Fields, who 
was instrumental in establishing the award, designing the medal itself, and 
funding the monetary component. 
 
The Abel Prize 
The Abel Prize is a Norwegian prize awarded annually by the Government of 
Norway to one or more outstanding mathematicians. It is named after the 
Norwegian mathematician Niels Henrik Abel (1802 – 1829) and modeled after 
the Nobel Prizes. It was established in 2001 by the Government of Norway and 
complements its sister prize in the humanities, the Holberg Prize. It comes with a 
monetary award of NOK 6 million (app. EUR 700,000). In contrast to the Fields 
Medal, the Abel Prize has no age restriction for the winners. 
 
The Rolf Nevanlinna Prize  
The prize was established in 1981 by the Executive Committee of the 
International Mathematical Union IMU and named to honor the Finnish 
mathematician Rolf Nevanlinna who had died a year earlier. The award consists 
of a gold medal (14KT gold, app. EURO 5,000) and a cash prize (in 2010 equal 
to EURO 10,000. Like the Fields Medal, the prize is targeted at younger 
mathematicians, and only those younger than 40 on January 1 of the award year 
are eligible. 
 
Medicine/Medical Science 
The Canada Gairdner International Award 
The Gairdner Foundation is a non-profit organization devoted to the recognition 
of outstanding achievements in biomedical research worldwide. It was created in 
1957 by James Arthur Gairdner to recognize and reward the achievements of 
medical researchers. Since 1959, more than 320 Canada Gairdner International 
Awards have been given to scientists from 15 countries; of these recipients, 84 
have subsequently won the Nobel Prize in Medicine. Each year, Gairdner honors 
seven awardees in three different categories: Canada Gairdner International 
Awards (five laureates per year), Canada Gairdner Wightman Award (one 
laureate per year) and the John Dirks Canada Gairdner Global Health Award 
(one laureate per year). 
 
The Canada Gairdner Awards are supported by the governments of Canada, 
Alberta and Ontario. In February 2008 the Federal Government announced a $20 
million allocation to the Gairdner Foundation to increase the prizes to US$ 
100,000 each, and institute a new individual prize in Global Health. Commencing 
in 2009, the Awards have been renamed the Canada Gairdner International 
Awards. 
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The Lasker Awards 
Since 1945 the Lasker Awards honor living persons who have made major 
contributions to medical science or who have performed public service on behalf 
of medicine. They are administered by the Lasker Foundation, founded by Albert 
Lasker and his wife. The awards are sometimes referred to as "America's 
Nobels". The Lasker Award has gained a reputation for identifying future winners 
of the Nobel Prize (eighty-six Lasker laureates have received the Nobel Prize). 
Each prize is awarded with US$ 250,000.  
The four main awards are: The Albert Lasker Basic Medical Research Award, 
The Lasker-DeBakey Clinical Medical Research Award, The Lasker-Bloomberg 
Public Service Award, The Lasker-Koshland Special Achievement Award in 
Medical Science. 
 
The Paul Ehrlich and Ludwig Darmstaedter Prize 
This is an annual award bestowed by the Paul Ehrlich Foundation since 1952 for 
investigations in medicine. It carries a prize money of EURO 100,000. It is one of 
the highest endowed and internationally most distinguished awards in medicine 
in Germany. Researchers worldwide are awarded in the following fields of 
medicine: immunology, cancer research, hematology, microbiology and 
experimental and clinical chemotherapy. 
 
Music 
The Ernst von Siemens Music Prize 
The Ernst von Siemens Music Prize is an internationally renowned award for 
outstanding achievements in music to composers, performers or musicologists. It 
is awarded annually and is organized by the Bavarian Academy of Fine Arts, 
commissioned by the Ernst von Siemens Music Foundation. The name is 
reminiscent of the founder, the industrialist and art patron Ernst von Siemens 
(1903 – 1990). The Prize is currently endowed with a total EUR 3 million. The 
Prize is often referred to as the Nobel Prize in music. 
 
The Polar Music Prize 
The Polar Music Prize is a Swedish award founded in 1989 by Stig Anderson, 
best known as the manager of the Swedish music band ‘Abba’ and funded by the 
Royal Swedish Academy of Music. The Prize is awarded annually to one 
contemporary musician and one classical musician. Without any restrictions of 
nationality, the prize is to be "awarded for significant achievements in music 
and/or musical activity, or for achievements which are found to be of great 
potential importance for music or musical activity, and it shall be referable to all 
fields within or closely connected with music". The prize has been called the 
Nobel Prize for music in Sweden. The Laureates are awarded SEK 1 million 
(app. US$ 120,000 in 2016), presented by King Carl XVI Gustaf of Sweden. The 
prize is overseen by the Stig Anderson Music Award Foundation, which includes 
members of Anderson's family and representatives of SKAP – the Swedish 
Society of Songwriters, Composers and Authors and the Swedish Performing 



 

	 12	

Rights Society. A committee of musicians, other experienced members of the 
music industry, and members of Anderson's family selects the prize recipients 
from nominations submitted by representatives of several international music 
industry organizations, such as the European Composer and Songwriter Alliance. 
 
The Birgit Nilsson Prize 
With a prize money of US$ 1 million, the Birgit Nilsson Prize is the largest given 
in the world of classical music. It is awarded approximately every 3 years for 
outstanding achievements and major contributions to the field of opera/concert to 
a currently active singer (in the field of opera, concert, oratorio, or “Lieder”); a 
currently active conductor (in the field of opera or concert); an institution with an 
outstanding record in opera or concert, such as an orchestra, a chorus, or an 
opera company (in the case of an opera company, specifically in recognition of 
an exceptional production that respects the spirit of the composer). 
 
Peace 
Confucius Peace Prize  
It is the Chinese alternative to the Peace Nobel Prize, established in 2010 by the 
Association of Chinese Indigenous Arts in the People's Republic of China (PRC). 
The award promotes world peace from an “Eastern perspective", and Confucian 
peace specifically. The winner purportedly receives a cash prize of  ¥ 100,000 
RMB (US$ 15,000). Despite an attempt by China's Ministry of Culture to ban the 
prize in September 2011, the original organizers re-established in Hong Kong as 
the "China International Peace Research Center". The Chinese government has 
denied having any connections with the prize. 
 
The Ramon Magsaysay Award 
This award is often referred to as the Asian Peace Nobel prize. It is an annual 
award established to perpetuate former Philippine President Ramon 
Magsaysay’s example of integrity in governance, courageous service to the 
people, and pragmatic idealism within a democratic society. The prize was 
established in April 1957 by the trustees of the Rockefeller Brothers Fund based 
in New York City with the concurrence of the Philippine government. The Ramon 
Magsaysay Award Foundation gives the prize to Asian individuals achieving 
excellence in their respective fields.  
 
Philosophy 
The Berggruen Philosophy Prize 
The Berggruen Philosophy and Culture Center honors living thinkers whose 
ideas have deeply influenced the world. It was launched in September 2015 and 
in 2016 the first of the prizes which are to be awarded annually and each 
amounting to US$ 1 million, was awarded to the Canadian philosopher Charles 
Taylor, selected by an international jury. The Berggruen Philosophy and Culture 
Center was established by Nicolas Berggruen. He is a philanthropist and investor 
with dual American and German citizenship and the founder and president of 
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Berggruen Holdings, a private investment company and the Berggruen Institute, 
a think tank that works on addressing governance issues as well as the cultures 
and philosophies behind political systems. Through the Berggruen Institute he is 
also a co-founder with the Huffington Post of The WorldPost, a media publication 
dedicated to global issues. 
 
Political Science 
The Johan Skytte Prize  
This prize for ‘most valuable’ contributions to political science was established in 
1995 by the Johan Skytte Foundation at the Swedish Uppsala University. The 
foundation itself goes back to the donation in 1622 from Johan Skytte (1577-
1645), a politician and chancellor of the university that established the Skyttean 
professorship of Eloquence and Government. The prize, SEK 500,000 (app. US$ 
70,000) is to be given "to the scholar who in the view of the Foundation has 
made the most valuable contribution to political science”. 
 
Psychology 
The Wilhelm-Wundt-Medal 
The Wilhelm-Wundt-Medal is awarded bi-annually (for the 15th time in 2014) to 
honor leading scientists for “important contributions to fundamental empirical-
psychological research” and “innovative approaches and problem solutions, that 
have had a significant impact on an area of psychology and have achieved 
national and international recognition” by the German Psychological Association. 
Recipients of the prize are honored with a medal, it is not a cash prize. 
 
Mixed Categories 
 
The Breakthrough Prize (life sciences, fundamental physics, 
mathematics) 
The Breakthrough Prize is a set of international awards bestowed in three 
categories by the Breakthrough Prize Board in recognition of scientific advance. 
The categories are: The Breakthrough Prize in Life Sciences, in Fundamental 
Physics and in Mathematics. The prizes were founded by Sergey Brin and Anne 
Wojcicki, Mark Zuckerberg and Priscilla Chan, Yuri and Julia Milner and Jack Ma 
and Cathy Zhang. Committees of previous laureates choose the winners from 
candidates nominated in a process that’s online and open to the public. 
Laureates receive US$ 3 million each in prize money. They attend a televised 
award ceremony designed to celebrate their achievements and inspire the next 
generation of scientists. As part of the ceremony schedule, they also engage in a 
program of lectures and discussions. Those that go on to make fresh discoveries 
remain eligible for future Breakthrough Prizes. 
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The Craaford Prize (astronomy, mathematics, geosciences, 
biosciences, ecology, polyarthritis) 
This award is an annual science prize established in 1980 by Holger Crafoord, a 
Swedish industrialist and his wife, Anna-Greta Crafoord. Administered by the 
Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, the prize is awarded in four categories: 
astronomy, mathematics, geosciences, biosciences, with particular emphasis on 
ecology and polyarthritis (the disease from which Holger severely suffered in his 
last years). 
According to the Academy, "these disciplines are chosen so as to complement 
those for which the Nobel Prizes are awarded". Only one award is given each 
year, according to a rotating scheme – astronomy and mathematics; then 
geosciences; then biosciences. A Crafoord Prize in polyarthritis is only awarded 
when a special committee decides that substantial progress in the field has been 
made. The recipient of the Crafoord Prize is announced each year in mid-
January; on Crafoord Day in April, the prize is presented by the King of Sweden, 
who also presents the Nobel Prizes at the ceremony in December. The prize 
money, which as of 2015 was SEK 6,000,000 (or US$ 700,000), is intended to 
fund further research by the laureate. 
 
The Holberg Prize (arts, humanities, social sciences, law, theology) 
The Holberg Prize is an international prize awarded annually by the Government 
of Norway to outstanding scholars for work in the arts, humanities, social 
sciences, law and theology, either within one of these fields or through 
interdisciplinary work. 
The prize was established by the Parliament of Norway in honor of Ludvig 
Holberg in 2003 and complements its sister prize in mathematics, the Abel Prize. 
(Ludvig Holberg excelled in all of the sciences covered by the award). It has been 
described as the Nobel Prize for its categories. 
The Holberg Prize is funded by the government's budget through a direct 
allocation from the Ministry of Education and Research to the University of 
Bergen and is administered by the University of Bergen on behalf of the Ministry 
of Education and Research. The Holberg Board awards the prize at the 
recommendation of the Holberg Committee who consists of five outstanding 
researchers in the arts and humanities, social sciences, law and theology. The 
Holberg Committee gathers assessments on the short-list candidates from 
international recognized scholars before giving their recommendation to the 
Board. The Prize amount is NOK 4.5 million (approximately EURO 500,000), 
which are intended to be used to further the research of the recipient. 
 
The Japan International Prize (science and technology) 
The Japan International Prize is awarded to people from all parts of the world for 
their original and outstanding achievements in science and technology. The prize 
is presented by the Japan Prize Foundation and consists of a certificate, a 
commemorative medal and a cash award of ¥ 50 million (about US$ 500,000). 
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No discrimination is made as to nationality, occupation, race, or gender. Only 
living persons may be named. Every November, the Japan Prize Foundation 
selects two fields for the award according to current trends in science and 
technology. The prestigious prize presentation ceremony is held in the presence 
of the Emperor of Japan and the Empress. At present the international prize is 
often considered one of the most prestigious awards in science and technology 
fields after the Nobel Prize.  
 
The Shaw Prize (astronomy, life sciences/medicine, mathematics) 
The Shaw Prize is an annual award first presented by the Shaw Prize Foundation 
in 2004. Established in 2002 in Hong Kong, it honors living individuals who are 
currently active in their respective fields and who have recently achieved 
distinguished and significant advances, who have made outstanding 
contributions in academic and scientific research or applications, or who in other 
domains have achieved excellence. The prize is widely regarded as the "Nobel of 
the East" which suggests that it is secondary to the Nobel Prize in terms of 
reputation and recognition. It is named after Sir Run Run Shaw, who was a 
philantrophist and forerunner in the Hong Kong media industry. 
The prize is for recent achievements in the fields of astronomy, life science and 
medicine, and mathematical sciences; it is not awarded posthumously. The 
winners receive a medal and a certificate. In addition, the winner receives a sum 
of money, amounting to US$ 1.2 million (October 2015). 
 
The Wolf Prize 
The Wolf Prize is an international award granted in Israel, hat has been 
presented most years since 1978 to living scientists and artists for "achievements 
in the interest of mankind and friendly relations among people, irrespective of 
nationality, race, color, religion, sex or political views." 
The prize is awarded in Israel by the Wolf Foundation, founded by Dr Ricardo 
Wolf, a German-born inventor and former Cuban ambassador to Israel. It is 
awarded in six fields: agriculture, chemistry, mathematics, medicine, physics and 
an arts prize that rotates between architecture, music, painting, and sculpture. 
Each prize consists of a diploma and US$ 100,000. The Wolf Prizes in Physics 
and Chemistry are often considered the most prestigious awards in those fields 
after the Nobel Prize. The prize in physics has gained a reputation for identifying 
future winners of the Nobel Prize – from the 26 prizes awarded between 1978 
and 2010, fourteen winners have gone on to win the Nobel Prize, five of those in 
the following year. In medicine, the prize is probably the third most prestigious, 
after the Nobel Prize and the Lasker Award. Until the establishment of the Abel 
Prize, the Wolf Prize was probably the closest equivalent of a "Nobel Prize in 
Mathematics", since the more prestigious Fields Medal is only awarded every 
four years to mathematicians under forty years old. The Prize in Agriculture has 
likewise been equated to a "Nobel Prize in Agriculture”. 


