
WORKS FOR EL SEGUNDO, CALIFORNIA - SERIES_001 
 
The work in the series is all informed by the general idea of approximating, recording 
and expanding (on) nature and by aspects directly related to El Segundo - its location, 
boundaries/edge conditions and background. 
The following describe some thoughts related to the proposed pieces: 
Man's desire to transcend is apparent in its aspirations of flight and the development of 
language and recorded communication. 
El Segundo has developed and grown in large part in support of the flight industry and of 
the oil industry - the desire to expand on nature and exploit it’s resources. 
The pieces all adopt, as a starting point, the International Civil Aviation Organization 
procedure of marking obstacles/structures located near flight paths with a red and white 
checkerboard pattern or bands as a way of communicating to pilots the presence of 
such. 
This is adopted as language shorthand - an identifier for being different from nature, 
while developing as part of an approximation and expansion of nature. 
The proposed projects admittedly have a point of view from outside El Segundo; if 
standing on the coastline one was asked to point to El Segundo, most certainly the 
Scattergood Generating Station chimneys would be pointed to, along with the Chevron 
presence - to the outsider, from the beach, El Segundo is not identified by a pier, 
boardwalk, beachfront properties or an attraction, as opposed to other beach cities, but 
by the refinery and power plant. 
 
The pieces in the series are described as: 
 
 
FREEBIRD 
Bird Station (bird house/bird feeder) 
 
With El Segundo’s northern edge being LAX, this bird station directly references flight in 
nature - birds - and its technological emulation - planes - by applying to it the same 
treatment as that applied to structures near flight paths. 
This treatment furthermore equates the natural to the artificial. 
 
A bird station to be attached to the front parapet of ESMoA is planned. 
 
 
 
ADVERBIO / SUSTANTIVO 
Book Exchange Station (adverb/noun) 
 
As flight, recorded language becomes a manifestation of man’s desire to transcend. 
This piece proposes a small book exchange station, a mini (free) library at which people 
can borrow, exchange and donate books. 
 
The intent is to build a prototype to be installed at Clutter’s Park, a favorite spot for plane 
spotters. Aircraft related literature could be part of the inventory, as the treatment of the 
object would key it to the adjacent flight infrastructure. 
 



Other prototypes of this piece could be built and installed at other plane spotting spots 
expanding the boundaries of El Segundo such as the Flight Path Museum, the 
Westchester Parkway Bridge over Lincoln Blvd., the Airplane Landing View Point next to 
In-N-Out, the LAX Observation Deck; or, outside ESMoA or a house’s front yard. 
 
 
SHE ES 
Shelter / Host / Expand 
 
This presents a non-site specific structure which is to be easily deployed without explicit 
programmatic content - no-function / multi-function and multi-position shelter. The 
structure is designed so as to be able to be placed in any position, any of its sides could 
be set on the ground, changing according to specific situations. 
 
To name a few potential uses, as a pop-up shelter it could host poetry readings in an 
empty parking lot, zine exchanges at a park or serve as a shaded gathering spot at the 
beach. 
 
 
TRANSMISSION 2: HYPERLIFE 
Housing +, (Park, Observation Deck, Camp Site) 
 
This proposal deals directly with the notion of ‘beach front property’. 
It identifies the land directly adjacent to the most western houses in El Segundo as an 
area that is currently used by dog owners and walkers and that could be developed as 
an edge condition that incorporates the Hyperion Treatment Plant and the Scattergood 
Generating Station into the landscape defined by the Pacific Ocean. 
Granting that the power transmission infrastructure would have to be diverted 
underground, it anticipates that the decommissioned transmission towers would be 
incorporated into the park life as observation decks and as hosts to camping pods. 
 
Activating this boundary as an elevated horizontal succession of structures could be the 
catalyst to an urbanity at the edge of El Segundo, incorporating in equal measures the 
natural and artificial landscapes while providing an initial horizontality complementing the 
verticality of the Scattergood chimneys - a Power Line Public Park from LAX, to the 
north, to the decommissioned oil silo on Grant St., to the South. (This silo and adjacent 
land, though not within El Segundo boundaries, could be, after any necessary bio-
remediation, repurposed as a performance space, park or other programmatic catalyst. 
This would signal to the possible gradual transformation of the refinery into different 
uses). 
 
This proposal attempts to explore the possibilities of a new beach/edge condition, 
informed by the presence of industry in El Segundo, as opposed to attempt to emulate 
other beach fronts. 
	
	


